
Saint-Omer – Ecological transition: historic 

cities must adapt  

At the initiative of the City of Saint-Omer, a conference brought together many 

elected officials, technical staff, heritage professionals and environmental 

experts on Wednesday morning. The goal: to demonstrate how historic towns 

can adapt to the effects of climate change. 

“By 2100, it will be 3 to 4°C warmer in the Nord-Pas-de-Calais region,” warned 

Dominique Poissonnier from Météo France. The engineer presented graphs and 

figures revealing a reality that is already upon us: increased heatwaves, more 

tropical nights, a higher risk of wildfires… along with a decrease in the number of 

frost and snow days. 

In this context, adapting cities to the impacts of climate change has become 

essential. This was the central theme of the conference held in the auditorium of 

the Economic Development Centre in Saint-Omer. More than 120 participants 

attended, including a delegation of European partners from the Interreg “Cool 

Neighbourhoods” project. Translated news article from below.  

 



The challenge? Combining ecological transition with heritage preservation. 

“These are not mutually exclusive,” explained Christine Larousse from the 

organisation Sites et Cités Remarquables. “It is entirely possible to green an inner 

courtyard or adapt materials while respecting local architecture.” 

The conference also highlighted local initiatives: greening schoolyards, raising 

awareness among residents about urban heat islands, and analysing thermal 

needs at the neighbourhood scale. 

And it served as a reminder that the ecological transition cannot happen without 

citizens. “It’s not too late to avoid the worst — provided we all act at our level,” 

concluded Dominique Poissonnier. 

 


